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New Orleans is an icon of jazz and indigenous cultures. Known 
historically for its festivals, jazz funerals and distinct cuisine, it is also now 
infamous for the tragedies that emanated from Hurricane Katrina in 
August 2005. Indeed, given the city’s rich cultural history and traditions, 
Hurricane Katrina brought into stark relief the challenges of not only 
geography, (i.e., “space and place”) but also how local and geographic 
contexts significantly impact racial equity. A number of scholars (Wailoo, 
O’Neill & Dowd, 2010) remind us that Katrina and New Orleans stand as 
examples of how systemic and structural inadequacies can render all of us 
vulnerable, especially “the least of these” (Matthew 25:40, English 
Standard Version).  
 
Scholars from a range of perspectives acknowledge the significance of 
local culture on language and literacy development. Additionally, some 
scholars have begun to look more closely at the relationship between race 
and the racial politics of language and literacy. Using New Orleans as a 
point of departure, the theme for NCTEAR 2015 challenges us to think 
about how we make sense of language and literacy in local and geographic 
contexts (or space and place) and the ways in which race, and other 
identity markers, inform and shape them. We are interested in the project 
of research and specifically the scholarly examination of languages and 
literacies as they intersect with race, class, gender, sexuality and 
citizenship status, among others. We are also interested in language and 
literacy scholarship that raises particular questions about methodology, 
epistemology and the politics of research. Given these interests, we invite 
scholars to submit proposals that address the following set of questions: 
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1. What are the methodological questions and challenges scholars face when engaging in research on language and 
literacy in a local context? 

 
2. Are scholars asking the “right” questions that help to illuminate the ways in which people and communities use 

language and literacy and make sense of their worlds? How do we frame our inquiries such that we are able to 
capture the ways in which people acquire, develop and/or use the languages and literacies that are found in and 
reflective of their local contexts? 
 

3. How are languages and literacies raced and racialized? 
 

4. What frameworks do we need to use to understand the intersections of race, language and literacy in local and 
geographic contexts? 

 
5. What are the politics of research on language and literacy? What are those questions that scholars feel they cannot 

ask, but must ask about the intersection of race, language and literacy?  
 

 
These questions are not exhaustive, but should inspire scholars to think about how we engage our work and situate it in 
ways that honors local context, and helps to obviate the complexities, nuances and power of race, language and literacy. 
 
Please submit your proposal by October 3, 2014 at 11:59 (CST) at NCTEAR2015@gmail.com. We will notify 
submitters on the acceptance or rejection of proposals via email by November 1, 2014. 
 

 
CONFERENCE SESSION FORMATS 

 
We welcome proposals for individual papers, symposia, work-in-progress roundtables, and alternative format 
sessions. 

 
Individual Papers 

Proposals for the presentation of individual papers that 
report empirical research should include: title, cover 
sheet, a 100-150 word abstract, research 
question(s)/purposes, theoretical framework, methods, 
findings and contribution to theory and research in the 
field and its connection to the conference theme. 
Proposals for the presentation of conceptual/theoretical 
research should include: title, cover sheet, a 100-150 
word abstract, purpose and rationale, a clear 
description of the conceptual/theoretical argument 
being made, the basis/warrants for the argument, the 
contribution of the conceptual/theoretical argument to 
the field and the connection to the conference theme. 
Proposals should be clearly written and not more than 
800 words in length (not including references). The 
review of proposals is a masked review. Please remove 

 
Symposia 

A symposium consists of a collection of no more than three (3) papers plus a chair and a discussant, if desired. 
Papers must be clearly related, e.g., address a topic from different perspectives, report different aspects of a larger 
study, etc. Proposals for the symposium should include: title, cover sheet, a 100-150 word abstract that gives an 
overview of the symposium, and the connection to the conference theme. Proposals should be clearly written and 
not more than 800 words in length (not including references). The review of proposals is a masked review. Please 
remove all identifying information in the proposal itself. 
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Dear NCTEAR Family, 

The 2015 NCTEAR Midwinter Conference 
will take place in New Orleans, Louisiana, on 
February 6 to 8, 2015. Using New Orleans as a 
point of departure, the theme for NCTEAR 
2015 challenges us to think about how we 
make sense of language and literacy in local 
and geographic contexts (or space and place) 
and the ways in which race, and other identity 
markers, inform and shape them. We are 
interested in the project of research and 
specifically the scholarly examination of 
languages and literacies as they intersect with 
race, class, gender, sexuality, and citizenship 
status, among others. We are also interested in 
language and literacy scholarship that raises 
particular questions about methodology, 
epistemology, and the politics of research. We 
invite proposals that focus on empirical 
research as well as conceptual/theoretical 
work. 

The Astor Crowne Plaza is the official hotel 
for the conference and has given us a very 
competitive rate of $183/night (rate applies for 
single, double, triple and quad). Please note 
that our conference is during Mardi Gras 
parade season. Although Mardi Gras Day is 
February 17, 2015, there are a number of 
events leading up to that day with the weekend 
of our conference being a busy time for parades 
and balls. Over a dozen parades will “roll” the 
weekend of NCTEAR 2015. Thus, hotel rates 
in the City can be double what they are 
normally (although “normal” and New 
Orleans might be an oxymoron). I encourage 
you to take advantage of the Astor Crowne 
Plaza not only for the rate, but also its prime 
location on Canal Street, a key street on the 
parade routes.  

The NCTEAR Executive Board and I are busy 
planning NCTEAR 2015. I also want to 
acknowledge Jamila Smith, Assistant Professor 
of English at Eastern Illinois University, who is 
serving as my unofficial Program Chair and 
assisting me with the details.  

If  you should have any questions about the 
midwinter conference, please feel free to 
contact me at addixson@illinois.edu. We look 
forward to seeing you in New Orleans. 

 
Adrienne Dixson, 

               2014-2015 Chair 
 

 

Works-in-Progress 
Work-in-progress roundtable sessions provide opportunities for presenters 
to share empirical works-in-progress (including qualitative, quantitative, 
narrative inquiry, ethnographic, practitioner research, etc.) with a small 
group of colleagues and to engage in extended discussion 
of their research. Proposals for a work-in-progress roundtable should 
include: a cover sheet, title, a 100-150 word abstract, research 
question(s)/purposes, theoretical framework, methods, connection to the 
conference theme and a description of the corpus of data to be shared at 
the roundtable. Proposals for a work-in-progress roundtable should be a 
maximum of 800 words (not including references). The review of 
proposals for work-in-progress roundtables is a “masked” review. Please 
remove all identifying information in the proposal itself. 

 

 

Alternative Formats 
We invite proposals for sessions that employ formats other than those 
listed above. Alternative format sessions should be designed for a 90-
minute session. Proposals for alternative format sessions should include: a 
cover sheet, title, a 100-150-word abstract, a clear description of the 
session, and connection to the conference theme. Proposals for a work-in-
progress roundtable should be a maximum of 800 words (not including 
references). The review of proposals for work-in-progress roundtables is a 
“masked” review. Please remove all identifying information in the 
proposal itself. 
 

Registration and Accommodations 
You can locate information for registration for NCTEAR 2015 at 
NCTEAR.Org. The official conference hotel is the Astor Crown Plaza 
located in downtown New Orleans on Canal Street. Link for hotel 
registration: http://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/neworleans/ 
msyla/hoteldtail?/groupCode=CTE or call 888-696-4806 and ask for 
National Council of Teachers of English-AR group rate. The group block 
code is CTE. 

Checklist for NCTEAR 2015 

• Did you submit a proposal to the NCTEAR conference? 
o Submit your proposal by October 3, 2014 via 

nctear2015@gmail.com. 
 
 

• Have you shared information about the NCTEAR call for    
       proposals with your colleagues and students?  

 
 

• Did you reserve a room at the Astor Crowne Plaza? 
o Reserve a room via www.nctear.org. Request for conference 

rates. 
 

• Did you register for the conference? 
o Look for registration information at www.nctear.org.  
o Teacher and graduate student rates available. 
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Glimpses of 2015 NCTEAR Midwinter Conference  

 
 

 

Friday's Conversation Circle  

Working Title: "Got to be real": Language and Literacy Instruction on the Ground  

Circle Participants:  

Mosi Makor, Students at the Center; Ashley Jones, Students at the Center; Jamal Cooks, San Francisco State 
University; Carmen Kynard, City University of New York; Audrey Petty, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 
Korina Jocson,University of Massachusetts Amherst; Joyce King, Georgia State University; and, Jamila Smith, 
Eastern Illinois University, Facilitator. 

This intergenerational Conversation Circle will focus on working with youth and adults on understanding the 
intersections of race, place, class and gender on language and literacy practices. We feature the work of Students at 
the Center (SAC), a local writing program located in two New Orleans public high schools, that engages youth in 
writing and literacy activities that are both meaningful and connected to social justice and liberation in New Orleans 
and the diaspora. 

  

 

 

 

 

Sunday's Conversation Circle  

Working Title: The "Wisdom” Circle  

Circle participants: 

Lisa Delpit, The Southern University; Anne Haas Dyson, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Keith Gilyard, 
Pennsylvania State University; Kris Gutiérrez, University of California Berkeley; Gloria Ladson-Billings, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison; Elaine Richardson, Ohio State University; and, Django Paris, Michigan State University, 
Facilitator. 

This Conversation Circle features senior scholars in the broad fields of education, language and literacy education 
and rhetoric and composition. We have asked the scholars to focus on the questions related to the “how” of 
researching language and literacy in context and the “what” in terms of the kinds of questions researchers should 
ask, in order to capture, as best we can, the language and literacy practices and customs in a local context, by local 
actors. We are also interested in how we, as researchers, can document the ways that local actors’ language and 
literacy practices get marginalized and how they resist marginalization.  

Conversation Circles 

Conversation circles, conceived during the 2013 NCTEAR 
Midwinter Conference at The Ohio State University, is a dialogue 
structure that provides a new way for a panel of scholars to 
participate in discussion and debate. The scholars sit in a circle in the 
center and course participants sit in concentric circles outside the 
center circle, listening in as scholars engage with issues from 
different perspectives. After the initial discussion, conference 
participants enter the conversation.   
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Conference Venue: Xavier University of Louisiana 

St. Katharine Drexel (1858-1955), who was canonized by the Pope John Paul II in 2000, founded Xavier University 
of Louisiana.  Katharine was born into a deeply religious Catholic family of great wealth.  Her profound love of 
God and neighbor led her to challenge her nation and her church to end their discriminatory mistreatment of Native 
Americans and African Americans.  She was convinced that evangelization (serving the needs of others and 
preaching about God’s love for every person) and quality education were the keys to racial justice and 
empowerment.  To this end, she built and staffed Catholic schools for Native Americans and African Americans 
throughout the United States and founded a congregation of religious women (Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament) 
who shared in her dedication to God and work for justice. 

St. Katharine’s foundational vision in beginning Xavier was the training of students who would become servant-
leaders in society, government and the church.  The words on the cornerstone of Xavier’s main administration 
building were chosen by St. Katharine to reflect that vision:  “God’s greatest work on earth is man; man’s master art is 
leading men to God.”  Her vision is also found in the Xavier Mission Statement:  “The ultimate purpose of the University 
is to contribute to the promotion of a more just and humane society by preparing its students to assume roles of leadership and 
service…,” 

Xavier began in 1915 as a college-prep high school and became an accredited College in 1925.  In keeping with 
Mother Katharine’s vision, in 1968 Dr. Norman Francis, a Xavier graduate, assumed leadership of the 
University.  At the same time, the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament (SBS) turned over their fiduciary and legal 
responsibilities to an autonomous lay board.  Since that time the SBS have retained one-third membership on the 
board and some SBS have continued to serve at Xavier in both teaching and staff roles. 

Although many in the local area were aware of Xavier’s existence, it was not until 1932 when the beautiful main 
building of Xavier’s current campus was dedicated that the university’s identity as Catholic and Black was 
proclaimed more broadly in newspapers throughout the United States, and even in Time magazine.  Today that 
identity remains strong and Xavier’s brand as the only Catholic HBCU (Historically Black College/University) 
continues to be a source of pride, dignity and inspiration for the Xavier community. Xavier faculty, staff and 
students are frequently reminded that fidelity to our unique identity and heritage fosters our legacy.  At Xavier the 
purpose of teaching and learning ~ acquiring knowledge, skills and values ~ is to enable graduates to become 
leaders who will change the world so it more just and more humane.  

Nestled in the heart of New Orleans, Xavier University exudes the pulse and spirit of the city, and serves as an ideal 
venue for the theme of this year’s conference. Located off highway I-10, just look for the buildings with the green 
rooftops. Welcome home! 
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Call for Nominations for NCTEAR Treasurer 

Please consider serving NCTEAR in the position of Treasurer. The elected Treasurer will serve 
in the position for three years (2015-2018), beginning at the 2015 Midwinter conference, 
receiving mentorship from the current Treasurer, and then remaining on the board until the 2018 
Midwinter conference, during which s/he will pass on the mentorship to the next elected 
Treasurer. 

Duties of the Treasurer: The Treasurer serves a three-year term, and maintains the financial 
records of the Assembly and provides the Assembly with a permanent account of those records 
and reports to the Assembly every November during the business meeting convened at NCTE 
Annual Conference. The treasurer serves as the registration offices for the midwinter conference. 
The treasurer may spend funds of $50 or less on routine Assembly expenses (e.g., postage), but 
may only spend funds in excess of $50 with the approval of the chair and advisement of the 
Executive Committee. When the Assembly membership exceeds 350, the treasurer becomes the 
Assembly's third representative on the NCTE Board of Directors, unless the co-chairs govern the 
Assembly in which case the associate chair or chairs become(s) the Assembly's third 
representative. 

You can self-nominate for Treasurer or nominate another. Please consult with your nominee before 
sending forward his or her name. Submit your nomination in the form of a brief (approximately 200 
words) bio to NCTEARSecretary@gmail.com. Interested members should also consider 
contacting Alecia Magnifico, the current Treasurer, at alecia.magnifico@unh.edu, as she can 
offer an experienced perspective on the position. 

NEWS	  FROM	  THE	  NCTEAR	  COMMUNITY	  
Awards	  and	  Honors	  

Alant, E. and Samuelson, B. L. Bridging differences: The art and science of empathetic listening and 
diversity. Mellon Innovating International Research, Teaching and Collaboration Innovative Curriculum 
Fellowship. ($20,000). 2014–15. 

Catherine Compton-Lilly was awarded the 2014-2015 Jeanne S. Chall Research Grant. This grant 
enables Dr. Compton-Lilly to spend time at Harvard Graduate School of Education conducting research 
in the Jeanne Chall archives and at the Gutman Library.   

Publications 

Anglin, J. L., & Smagorinsky, P. (2014). Hip-hop Hamlet: Hybrid interpretive discourse in a suburban 
high school English class. Dialogic Pedagogy: An International Online Journal, 2, 41-69. DOI: 
10.5195/dpj.2014.73. Available at http://dpj.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/dpj1/article/view/73/55 

Books & Beyond. (2014). Project narrative for The world is our home: A collection of short stories (Vol. 1). 
Bloomington, IN and Newark, NJ: IU and TEAM Charter Schools: http://CES4Health.info. Also 
available on IU Scholarworks: http://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/BB. Published previously 
(2009) as an internal Indiana University collection. 

Chang, Yueh-ching, & Sperling, Melanie (2014). Discourse and identity among ESL learners: A case 
study of a community college ESL classroom.  Research in the Teaching of English, 49(1), 31-51. 

Chisholm, J. S. (2014). The roles of time and task in shaping adolescents’ talk about texts. In C. 
Compton-Lilly & E. Halverson, (Eds.), Time and space in literacy research (pp. 152-165). New York, NY: 
Routledge. 



 7  

 Chisholm, J. S., & Keller, B. K. (2014). Making connections during transactional discussion: Adolescents’ 
empathic responses to 13 Reasons Why. The ALAN Review, 42(1), 24-34. 

Compton-Lilly, C. (2014, Fall). The development of writing habitus: A ten-year case study of a young 
writer. Written Communication. 

Compton-Lilly, C. & Halverson, E. (2014). Time and space in literacy research. New York, NY: Routledge. 
(This book features papers from keynote speakers and others who participated in the 2011 NCTEAR Mid-
Winter Conference in Madison, Wisconsin.) 

Cook, L. S., & Smagorinsky, P. (2014). Constructing positive social updrafts for extranormative 
personalities. Learning, Culture and Social Interaction. Available at 
http://www.petersmagorinsky.net/About/PDF/LCSI/LCSI_2014.pdf 

Flynn, J.E., Bieler, D., Kim, H., Rolón Dow, R., Wong, C., & Worden, L. (2014). Building connections 
and developing a plan through public scholarship. In C.E. Sleeter, L.I. Neal, & K.K. Kumashiro (Eds.), 
Diversifying the teacher workforce: Preparing and retaining highly effective teachers (pp. 168-183). New York, NY: 
Routledge. 

Greene, S. (2013). Race, community, and urban schools: partnering with African American families. New York, 
NY: Teachers College Press. 

Greene, S., Burke, K., & McKenna, M. (2014). Re-framing spatial inequality: Youth, photography and a 
changing urban landscape. In H. R. Hall C. Cole-Robinson, & A. Kohli (Eds.), Shifting demographics: A cross-
disciplinary look at race and class in 21st century America (pp. 107-127). New York, NY: Peter Lang. 

Hermann-Wilmarth, J., and Ryan, C. (2014).  Queering chapter books for young readers with gay and 
lesbian characters: Moving beyond the single story of homonormativity. Discourse: Studies in the Cultural 
Politics of Education. [Currently published online at 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01596306.2014.940234#.VA94MhaEySo; awaiting print 
in hard copy.] 

Hollett, T. & Ehret, C. (2014). Bean’s World: (Mine)crafting affective atmospheres for gameplay, learning, and care 
in a children's hospital. New Media and Society.  

Ranker, J. (2014). The emergence of semiotic resource complexes in the composing processes of young 
students in a literacy classroom context. Linguistics and Education, 25, 129-144. 

Ranker, J. & Mills, K. (2014). New directions for digital video creation in the classroom: Spatiality, 
embodiment, and creativity. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 57(6), 440-443. 
 
Tschida, C., Ryan, C., and Ticknor, A. (2014). Building on windows and mirrors: Encouraging the 
disruption of “Single Stories” through children’s literature. Journal of Children’s Literature, 40(1), 28-39. 

  
 


