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MAKING RESEARCH PERSUASIVE:
THE VALUE, PURPOSE, AND METHODOLOGY OF OUR WORK

For years NCTEAR has provided space for researchers to gather and
present and discuss research on English language arts, and its
association with NCTE implies a close link between research and
practice. During the first fifteen years of the 21st century, conference
themes have focused on research methodology in literacy and
language; on relationships or intersections of social, cultural, and
political issues; on power; on difference; and on new directions of and
for research.

Conversely, educational policies at the federal and state levels
continue to challenge the value of what researchers have uncovered
or made sense of in terms of teaching and learning in classroom and
virtual spaces, of the role research plays in understanding social issues
in education, in preparing teachers, and in constructing opportunities
for learning. Recent national and international events have brought
into relief critical social issues that many educational researchers have
examined and described for years, particularly researchers who have
observed from sociocultural, critical and sociopolitical frames.


http://www.nctear.org/
http://www.nctear.org/

These research findings could inform pedagogy,

policy and schooling in the United States, yet
focus on deficit models of learning, efficiency
models of assessment, and perceptions of
failing schools undermine their worth.

NCTEAR provides a forum for sharing research,
including works-in-progress, generating and
sustaining conversations among research
communities, and organizing ways of
encouraging stakeholders in education to
recognize the value of research. For example,
participants through their research or other
contributions to the conference might address
questions such as the following:

* How can we as researchers make more
visible the value and potential impact of
research?

* How can we communicate to stakeholders
more persuasively, including to colleagues
and graduate students at our local sites,
teachers, and others in related fields of
study?

Presenters are encouraged to explore answers
to these questions from multiple contexts of
pre-K-16 English language arts education and
literacy research, including afterschool and
community settings, students whose first
language is other than English, etc. Please
consider submitting a proposal for NCTEAR
2016, attending the conference at Eastern
Michigan University, and contributing to these
conversations. The planning committee
welcomes proposals for individual papers,
symposia, work-in-progress roundtables, and
alternative format sessions. A description of
each type of session can be found in the next
two columns. We welcome proposals
representing a broad range of theoretical and
methodological perspectives. We invite
proposals that focus on empirical research as
well as conceptual/theoretical work.

Individual Papers

Proposals for the presentation of individual
papers that report empirical research should
include: a cover sheet, title, a 100-150 word
abstract, research question(s)/purposes,
theoretical framework, methodology,
findings, and contribution to theory and
research in the field. Proposals for the
presentation of conceptual / theoretical work
should include: title, a 100-150 word
abstract, purpose and rationale, a clear
description of the theoretical / conceptual
argument being made and the basis /
warrants for the argument, and the
contribution of the theoretical / conceptual
argument to the field. Proposals should be
clearly written and not more than 800 words
in length (not including references). The
review of proposals for the presentation of
individual papers is a “masked” review and
therefore no identifying information should
be included in the proposal itself (on the
cover sheet you should include your name,
affiliation, address, and e-mail).

Symposia

A symposium consists of a series of no more
than three (3) presentations plus a chair and
discussant if desired. The presentations must
be clearly related (e.g., address a topic from
different perspectives, report different
aspects of a larger study, etc.). Proposals for
a symposium should include: (a) a cover
sheet, (b) an overview of the symposium
including a 100-150 abstract of the
symposium, the names, affiliations, and e-
mail addresses of all participants and titles of
their presentations, and (c) @ maximum
800---word description of the symposium.
The review of proposals for the symposium is
a “masked” review and therefore no
identifying information should be included in
the proposal itself (on the cover sheet you
should include your name, affiliation,
address, e-mail).



Work-In-Progress Roundtables

Works-in-progress roundtable sessions provide
opportunities for presenters to share empirical work-in-
progress (including qualitative, quantitative, narrative
inquiry, ethnographic, practitioner research, etc.) with a
small group of colleagues and to engage in extended
discussion of their research. Proposals for a work-in-
progress roundtable should include: a cover sheet, title,
a 100-150 word abstract, research question(s)/purposes,
theoretical framework, methodology, and a description
of the corpus of data to be shared at the roundtable.
Proposals for a work-in-progress roundtable should be a
maximum of 800 words (not including references). The
review of proposals for work-in-progress

roundtables is a “masked” review and therefore no
identifying information should be included in the
proposal itself (on the cover sheet you should include
your name, etc.).

Alternative Format Sessions

We invite proposals for sessions that employ formats other
than those listed above (e.g., performances, visual or
multimodal representations, immersive theatre,
installations, etc.). Alternative format sessions should be
designed for no longer than 90-minute sessions. Please
describe space, time, and/or digital technology needs.
Proposals for alternative format sessions should include: a
cover sheet, a title, a 100-150 word abstract, a clear
description of the session, and a list of participants including
names, affiliations, and e-mail addresses. Proposals for
alternative format sessions should be no longer than 800
words. The review of alternative format sessions is NOT a
masked review and therefore, as appropriate, identifying
information may be included in the proposal.

Proposals are due by September 21, 2015. Please submit
proposals and cover sheets (available at nctear.org) to

nctear2016@gmail.com. If you have any questions about
the conference theme and proposal submitting process,

please contact Doug Baker at douglas.baker@emich.edu.



http://www.annarborregent.com/
http://www.metroairport.com/
http://www.nctear.org/

The 2016 NCTEAR Midwinter Conference Featured Speakers

Mollie Blackburn, Professor of Adolescent Literacy at The Ohio State
University, considers literacy, language, and social change, with
particular attention to LGBTQ youth and the teachers who serve them.
She participates on two teacher inquiry projects that involve LGBT-
themed literature: one focuses on teaching of these texts in a queer-
friendly high school and the other is a long-term book club.

Paul Prior, Professor of English and the Center of Writing Studies at
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, explores sociocultural
theories of writing, connections between writing and gesture, and
academic writing and disciplinary learning over time. He specializes in
cultural-historical activity, actor-network theory, and dialogic semiotics.

David E. Kirkland, Associate Professor of English Education at New
York University, whose scholarship is transdisciplinarily informed,
studies the intersections among urban youth culture, language and
literacy, urban teacher preparation, and digital media. He has expertise
in critical literary, ethnographic, and sociolinguistic research methods.

Peter Smagorinsky, Distinguished Research Professor of English
Education at the University of Georgia, investigates the composing
processes of writing and art and the literary interpretative work of
group discussions through sociocultural theory. He also has conducted
meta-analyses of the cultural practices associated with data collection
and analysis.

Mariana Souto-Manning, Associate Professor of Early Childhood
Education at Teachers College, Columbia University, examines the
sociocultural and historical foundations of early childhood teacher
education, early schooling, and language and literacy learning within
multicultural and multilingual contexts. She studies how children,
families, and teachers shape and are shaped by discursive practices.

Throughout the NCTEAR Midwinter Conference, these speakers will participate in and lead Conversation
Circles, contributing their experiences as English/literacy researchers to our discussions about the Value,
Purpose and Methodology of our work. They will also serve as mentors in the Pre-Conference Workshop on
Friday afternoon, February 5, 2016. Follow the links available on each speaker photograph at
http://www.nctear.org/2016-featured-speakers.html to access more information about their work.




Pre-Conference Mentoring Workshop
Friday, February 5, 2016
1pm-5pm

Doctoral students and early career faculty are invited to attend a Pre-Conference Mentoring workshop on
Friday, February 5, from 1 pm to 5 pm. Participants will have the opportunity to dialogue with senior
scholars around key issues in literacy education and scholarly and professional participation in the field.
The day will begin with an opening plenary, with a focus on offering perspectives on what NCTEAR, as an
assembly, aims to offer researchers across perspectives. The workshop will then shift into breakout
sessions where participants will meet in small groups facilitated by senior scholars.

In the first breakout session, small groups will convene around common scholarly interests (e.g., writing in
schools, language, and equity) through sharing excerpts of works in progress, focusing on methodological
issues, and/or stuck points associated with data analysis and/or written representation. Upon registering
for the workshop, participants will indicate their broad scholarly interests and their methodological,
analytical, and/or representation issue(s). To prepare for the workshop, participants will create a handout
outlining the works-in-progress issue(s) they plan to discuss with the group. Senior scholars will facilitate
the small-group sessions and provide feedback/ideas as participants share their handouts and invite the
small group to engage with their work.

The second breakout session will focus on professional questions doctoral students and early career faculty
face. Upon registering, participants will also indicate their topic preferences: interviewing, setting up a
research agenda, grants and publications, networking with external reviews in mind, and other relevant
questions.

Our closing session will feature a panel of senior and early-career scholars/graduate students who will lead
a dialogue in brainstorming future directions and action for the Assembly. At present, confirmed senior
scholars include Mollie Blackburn, David Kirkland, Paul Prior, Peter Smagorinsky, and Mariana Souto-
Manning. Please contact workshop organizers Jennifer VanDerHeide (jvheide@msu.edu) or Allison Wynhoff

Olsen (allison.wynhoffolsen@montana.edu) with questions.

Jennifer VanDerHeide is Allison Wynhoff Olsen is Assistant
Assistant Professor of English Professor of English at Montana State
Education at Michigan State University, where she teaches courses
University, where she teaches on linguistics, writing, and pedagogy.
courses on English methods, Her research interests include

writing instruction, and discourse examinations of classroom discourse —
analysis. Her research interests particularly social and relational
include adolescent writing practices that facilitate deep
development and preservice engagement in argumentative writing —
teachers' development of dialogic and rural English Education.

practices.
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Daniel Olufemi, a doctoral student of the Language,
Literacy & Sociocultural Studies department of the
College of Education at the University of New
Mexico, was recently appointed managing editor of
Intersections: Critical Issues in Education, a student-
led, peer-reviewed, and open-access digital journal
initiated by his department. The journal will
contribute to and advance research nationally and
internationally by promoting diverse

voices at the intersection of race, class, gender, sexuality, exceptionalities, and other
subjectivities in education. Pieces considered for publication include featured articles, book
reviews, essays, commentaries, creative pieces such as poetry, artistic creations, and fictional
essays related to the mission of the journal. The journal will be published biannually, that is,
one issue published in the fall and one in the spring. The debut journal issue is planned for
the Spring 2016. Daniel is featured above with Lucretia Penny Pence, the supervising faculty
of Intersections.

Maria José Botelho (second from the right
in the back row), Associate Professor of
Language, Literacy, and Culture at the
University of Massachusetts Amherst, is
one of the founding members of the Doors
to the World: Global Children’s Literature
for Critical Multicultural Literacies, a
collaborative project among her Five
College Consortium colleagues including:
Marla Solomon, Five College School
Partnership Office; Natalie Sowell (third
from the right in the back row), Associate
Professor of Theatre at Hampshire College;

Courtney Waring (third from the left in the back row), Education Director of The Eric Carle
Museum of Picture Book Art; Anne Prescott, Director of the Five College Center for East Asian
Studies; and, the University of Massachusetts Amherst Center for Educational Software
Development. Maria José directed the 2015 Doors to the World Summer Institute, which was
held at The Eric Carle Museum and served 12 early childhood and elementary teachers and
librarians in the region. Jennifer Johnston, Ed.S., (first from the right in the back row) was the
teacher consultant for the summer institute and the development of the website. The project
will launch its multimodal resource website in April 2016 that will feature teacher-designed
mini-units that re/contextualize global children’s picture books as entry points for deepening
children’s understanding of themselves and of their worlds. The 2015-2016 Doors to the World
Advisory Board includes Michelle Martin of University of Southern Carolina; Carmen Martinez-
Roldan of Teachers College; Cathryn Mercier of Simmons College; Shelley Stagg Peterson of
OISE/University of Toronto; Debbie Reese, Editor and Publisher of American Indians in
Children’s Literature; Kathy Short of The University of Arizona: and, Susan Stan of Central
Michigan University. This project is supported by the Longview Foundation. For more
information, visit https://www.fivecolleges.edu/partnership/programs/doors-to-the-world.






