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Adrienne	
  Dixson	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  Urbana-­‐Champaign,	
  Chair	
  of	
  NCTEAR	
  

2015,	
  and	
  Jamila	
  Smith	
  of	
  Eastern	
  Illinois	
  University,	
  Co-­‐Chair,	
  convened	
  the	
  

Midwinter	
  Conference	
  at	
  Xavier	
  University.	
  Jayne	
  Lammers,	
  Secretary	
  of	
  

NCTEAR,	
  and	
  Kelly	
  Byrd,	
  a	
  doctoral	
  candidate	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  

Urbana-­‐Champaign	
  and	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Pathologist	
  in	
  St.	
  Louis	
  Public	
  

Schools,	
  registered	
  conference	
  parPcipants,	
  while	
  Kevin	
  Lawrence	
  Henry,	
  Jr.,	
  a	
  

Ph.D.	
  candidate	
  of	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Wisconsin-­‐Madison,	
  Cecilia	
  E.	
  Suarez	
  of	
  

the	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  Urbana-­‐Champaign,	
  and	
  Ivory	
  M.	
  Berry	
  of	
  Wright	
  

State	
  University,	
  welcomed	
  conference	
  parPcipants	
  and	
  shared	
  Mardi	
  Gras	
  

beads	
  and	
  informaPon	
  about	
  New	
  Orleans.	
  Over	
  130	
  researchers	
  of	
  languages	
  

and	
  literacies	
  spent	
  the	
  weekend	
  in	
  dialogue	
  as	
  they	
  considered	
  “Research	
  at	
  

the	
  IntersecPons	
  of	
  Race,	
  Language,	
  and	
  Literacy	
  in	
  Context.”	
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Xavier	
  University	
  Provost	
  Loren	
  J.	
  Blanchard	
  
warmly	
  welcomed	
  the	
  conference	
  parPcipants	
  
to	
  campus.	
  He	
  shared	
  10	
  characterisPcs	
  that	
  
disPnguish	
  Xavier	
  University	
  from	
  other	
  higher	
  
educaPon	
  insPtuPons.	
  Some	
  them	
  include:	
  the	
  
University	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  university	
  in	
  the	
  Western	
  
Hemisphere	
  that	
  was	
  founded	
  by	
  a	
  saint,	
  Saint	
  
Katharine	
  Drexel.	
  It	
  also	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  historically	
  
Black	
  insPtuPon	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  that	
  is	
  
Catholic.	
  Saint	
  Katharine’s	
  belief	
  guides	
  the	
  
Xavier	
  community:	
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  teaching	
  and	
  
learning	
  is	
  to	
  enable	
  graduates	
  to	
  become	
  
leaders	
  whose	
  work	
  will	
  contribute	
  to	
  making	
  a	
  
more	
  just	
  and	
  humane	
  world.	
  NCTEAR	
  was	
  at	
  
home.	
  	
  

	
  	
  

Students	
  At	
  the	
  Center	
  (SAC)	
  is	
  an	
  independent	
  
program	
  that	
  has	
  worked	
  in	
  public	
  schools	
  in	
  New	
  
Orleans	
  since	
  1996.	
  The	
  students	
  of	
  SAC	
  parPcipate	
  
through	
  English	
  and	
  elecPve	
  wriPng	
  and	
  social	
  
studies	
  classes	
  in	
  their	
  schools.	
  In	
  addiPon	
  to	
  these	
  
daily	
  classes,	
  since	
  Hurricane	
  Katrina,	
  SAC	
  graduates	
  
have	
  worked	
  as	
  key	
  staff	
  members,	
  serving	
  as	
  
resource	
  teachers	
  in	
  public	
  school	
  classrooms,	
  
organizers	
  for	
  youth	
  involvement,	
  and	
  producers	
  of	
  
youth	
  media.	
  	
  

For	
  NCTEAR	
  2015,	
  SAC	
  parPcipated	
  in	
  an	
  
intergeneraPonal	
  conversaPon	
  circle	
  that	
  focused	
  on	
  
working	
  with	
  youth	
  and	
  adults	
  to	
  understand	
  the	
  
intersecPons	
  of	
  race,	
  class	
  and	
  gender	
  on	
  language	
  
and	
  literacy	
  pracPces.	
  The	
  students	
  collaborated	
  with	
  
Carmen	
  Kynard	
  of	
  John	
  Jay	
  College	
  of	
  Criminal	
  
JusPce/CUNY,	
  Jamal	
  Cooks	
  of	
  San	
  Francisco	
  State	
  
University,	
  Django	
  Paris	
  of	
  Michigan	
  State	
  University,	
  
and	
  Jamila	
  Smith	
  (from	
  lee	
  to	
  right,	
  the	
  adults	
  in	
  the	
  
photo	
  to	
  the	
  right)	
  about	
  wriPng	
  and	
  other	
  relevant	
  
literacy	
  acPviPes	
  that	
  connected	
  to	
  social	
  jusPce	
  and	
  
liberaPon	
  in	
  New	
  Orleans	
  and	
  the	
  diaspora.	
  Jamila	
  
Smith	
  facilitated	
  this	
  collaboraPon.	
  	
  

	
  	
  

CONVERSATION	
  CIRCLE:	
  

Students	
  At	
  the	
  Center	
  



Further Dialogue 

  

  

Stuart	
  Green’s	
  Cri9cal	
  Ques9ons	
  

•Are	
  we	
  equipping	
  all	
  students	
  with	
  the	
  
capacity	
  to	
  reach	
  their	
  highest	
  potenPal	
  
as	
  ciPzens	
  in	
  a	
  democracy?	
  

	
  

•Are	
  youth	
  learning	
  to	
  be	
  reflecPve,	
  
empathic	
  individuals	
  who	
  understand	
  
their	
  own	
  convicPons	
  and	
  have	
  the	
  
know-­‐how	
  to	
  act	
  on	
  those	
  convicPons?	
  

	
  

•Are	
  they	
  learning	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  raising	
  
quesPons	
  is	
  as	
  important	
  as	
  trying	
  to	
  
find	
  answers?	
  

	
  

•Are	
  they	
  learning	
  to	
  pursue	
  equity	
  in	
  
the	
  face	
  of	
  injusPce	
  and	
  inequality?	
  

	
  

•Are	
  they	
  learning	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  their	
  own	
  
possibility	
  and	
  generosity	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  
stronger,	
  more	
  resilient	
  and	
  inclusive	
  
democracy?	
  

	
  

•Are	
  we	
  creaPng	
  spaces	
  to	
  foster	
  
youth’s	
  sense	
  of	
  agency	
  as	
  ciPzens	
  in	
  a	
  
democracy,	
  parPcularly	
  as	
  youth	
  learn	
  
to	
  take	
  on	
  varied	
  community,	
  familial,	
  
and	
  economic	
  roles?	
  

	
  	
  

	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Eleven	
  SAC	
  members,	
  represenPng	
  two	
  New	
  Orleans	
  public	
  
high	
  schools,	
  presented	
  their	
  work.	
  The	
  students	
  read	
  their	
  
narraPves	
  based	
  on	
  their	
  lived	
  experiences	
  and	
  juxtaposed	
  
them	
  with	
  historical	
  and	
  sociopoliPcal	
  informaPon	
  and	
  
commentary.	
  They	
  invited	
  the	
  conference	
  parPcipants	
  and	
  
other	
  SAC	
  members	
  to	
  ask	
  quesPons	
  and	
  provide	
  feedback.	
  
In	
  listening	
  to	
  their	
  stories,	
  one	
  could	
  not	
  help	
  but	
  think	
  
about	
  learning	
  as	
  embodied	
  experience,	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  living	
  
emoPonally	
  and	
  intellectually,	
  individually	
  and	
  collecPvely.	
  
	
  
The	
  students'	
  narraPves	
  demonstrated	
  that	
  understanding	
  
the	
  present	
  is	
  a	
  collecPve	
  responsibility.	
  These	
  stories	
  
offered	
  nuanced	
  understandings	
  of	
  the	
  present.	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  
themes	
  reflected	
  in	
  SAC	
  members’	
  stories	
  and	
  poems	
  read	
  
included:	
  conversaPons	
  with	
  family	
  members	
  through	
  
wriPng;	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  prison	
  Pme	
  on	
  the	
  enPre	
  family,	
  not	
  
just	
  the	
  individual;	
  public	
  and	
  private	
  idenPPes;	
  and,	
  the	
  
meaning	
  of	
  being	
  Black	
  in	
  present-­‐day	
  America.	
  These	
  
stories	
  showed	
  that	
  young	
  people	
  "know	
  what	
  is	
  going	
  on,”	
  
said	
  Jamal	
  Cooks.	
  It	
  is	
  also	
  evident	
  that	
  young	
  people	
  are	
  
"growing	
  up	
  in	
  mulPple	
  Americas,”	
  commented	
  Judith	
  
Green.	
  These	
  life	
  narraPves	
  created	
  spaces	
  for	
  dialogue	
  and	
  
criPcal	
  and	
  emoPonal	
  engagement	
  as	
  these	
  young	
  writers	
  
represented	
  their	
  experiences.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Some	
  of	
  the	
  students	
  discussed	
  how	
  wriPng	
  “forced	
  [them]	
  
to	
  look	
  at”	
  the	
  issues	
  at	
  hand,	
  helping	
  them	
  be	
  more	
  self	
  
reflecPve.	
  Others	
  commented	
  on	
  how	
  wriPng	
  gave	
  them	
  
courage	
  “to	
  write	
  down	
  thoughts	
  that	
  [they]	
  may	
  have	
  not	
  
had	
  the	
  guts	
  to	
  say.”	
  CompilaPons	
  of	
  SAC	
  wriPng	
  is	
  available	
  
at	
  www.sacnola.com.	
  
	
  
	
  

PAST	
  CHAIR’S	
  PANEL	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
On	
  Saturday	
  morning,	
  Ayanna	
  Brown	
  of	
  Elmhurst	
  College,	
  
the	
  2013-­‐2014	
  Chair,	
  facilitated	
  a	
  dialogue	
  among	
  Stuart	
  
Greene	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  Nortre	
  Dame,	
  Arnetha	
  Ball	
  of	
  
Stanford	
  University,	
  and	
  conference	
  parPcipants.	
  Stuart	
  
presented	
  his	
  research	
  on	
  “pracPcing	
  democracy”	
  with	
  
youth,	
  and	
  Arnetha	
  shared	
  her	
  work	
  on	
  teacher	
  educaPon	
  
across	
  naPonal	
  boundaries.	
  	
  
	
  	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Stuart	
  invited	
  his	
  young	
  parPcipants	
  to	
  consider	
  what	
  they	
  needed	
  as	
  they	
  used	
  their	
  lived	
  experiences	
  as	
  
texts,	
  while	
  creaPng	
  democraPc	
  spaces	
  where	
  youth	
  can	
  change	
  laws,	
  speak	
  up	
  for	
  themselves,	
  and	
  
empower	
  the	
  community.	
  Stuart	
  said	
  that	
  young	
  adults	
  came	
  to	
  understand	
  their	
  roles	
  in	
  the	
  
neighborhood	
  through	
  community	
  walks	
  and	
  reaching	
  out	
  to	
  their	
  neighbors	
  with	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  “translaPng	
  
their	
  commitments	
  into	
  acPon.”	
  He	
  argues	
  that	
  children	
  and	
  young	
  adults	
  can	
  parPcipate	
  in	
  their	
  
communiPes	
  if	
  educators	
  re-­‐imagine	
  school	
  and	
  aeer-­‐school	
  programs	
  as	
  spaces	
  for	
  voice,	
  advocacy,	
  and	
  
social	
  acPon.	
  These	
  contexts	
  can	
  create	
  many	
  opportuniPes	
  for	
  “scaffolding	
  democraPc	
  ways	
  of	
  being	
  in	
  
the	
  world.”	
  He	
  maintains	
  that	
  knowing	
  the	
  neighborhood’s	
  assets	
  can	
  bring	
  the	
  community	
  together	
  to	
  
formulate	
  and	
  solve	
  problems.	
  He	
  offered	
  several	
  criPcal	
  quesPons	
  for	
  literacy	
  researchers	
  and	
  educators	
  
to	
  consider.	
  (See	
  sidebar	
  in	
  previous	
  page.)	
  
	
  
Arethna	
  shared	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  findings	
  from	
  her	
  research	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  and	
  South	
  Africa.	
  She	
  argues	
  
that	
  teacher	
  educaPon	
  is	
  “an	
  area	
  of	
  hope”	
  internaPonally.	
  She	
  reminded	
  the	
  group	
  that	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  folks	
  
who	
  become	
  teachers	
  leave	
  the	
  field	
  within	
  five	
  years	
  of	
  service	
  –	
  two	
  million	
  will	
  leave	
  teaching	
  in	
  the	
  
next	
  decade.	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  “unprecedented	
  opportunity	
  for	
  change.”	
  In	
  preservice	
  and	
  teacher	
  educaPon,	
  she	
  
claims,	
  we	
  can	
  have	
  concerted	
  efforts	
  to	
  change	
  how	
  teachers	
  perceive	
  children,	
  language,	
  race,	
  and	
  
classroom	
  discourse.	
  Professional	
  learning	
  can	
  change	
  teachers’	
  perspecPves	
  by	
  helping	
  them	
  to	
  think	
  
metacogniPvely,	
  criPcally,	
  and	
  generaPvely.	
  She	
  reminded	
  the	
  group	
  that	
  listening	
  to	
  students’	
  
experiences	
  embodies	
  generaPvity.	
  Teacher	
  educaPon	
  should	
  “insPll	
  indignant	
  passion”	
  in	
  pracPPoners	
  to	
  
be	
  agents	
  of	
  change.	
  	
  
	
  
Gloria	
  Ladson-­‐Billings,	
  who	
  arended	
  the	
  panel	
  discussion,	
  proposed	
  that	
  researchers	
  and	
  educators	
  need	
  
to	
  move	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  noPon	
  of	
  winning	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  social	
  jusPce	
  work	
  because	
  winning	
  presumes	
  
someone	
  has	
  to	
  lose:	
  “Struggle	
  is	
  human	
  acPvity.”	
  She	
  implored	
  the	
  group	
  to	
  “relish	
  the	
  dignity	
  of	
  the	
  
struggle”	
  and	
  asked:	
  “How	
  do	
  we	
  prepare	
  teachers	
  and	
  students	
  for	
  advocacy	
  and	
  dignity	
  of	
  struggle?	
  
How	
  do	
  we	
  empower	
  new	
  teachers	
  in	
  Pmes	
  when	
  measurement	
  pracPces	
  silence	
  them?”	
  	
  
	
  
Judith	
  Green	
  recommended	
  taking	
  an	
  ethnographic	
  approach.	
  She	
  asked:	
  “How	
  do	
  we	
  come	
  together	
  
across	
  tradiPons	
  to	
  show	
  these	
  complexiPes	
  and	
  dialogues	
  of	
  possibility?”	
  Empirical	
  studies	
  can	
  help	
  
researchers	
  and	
  teachers	
  understand.	
  
	
  
Django	
  Paris	
  suggested	
  that	
  researchers	
  and	
  teachers	
  foster	
  intergeneraPonal	
  relaPonships.	
  “How	
  can	
  we	
  
join	
  young	
  people’s	
  acPvism	
  and	
  engage	
  in	
  intergeneraPonal	
  dialogue?”	
  
	
  
Gloria	
  urged	
  the	
  conference	
  parPcipants	
  to	
  be	
  “secretaries	
  of	
  this	
  movement.”	
  Researchers	
  should	
  
parPcipate	
  as	
  witnesses	
  and	
  resources.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Ayanna	
  reminded	
  the	
  audience	
  that	
  conversaPons	
  are	
  central	
  to	
  NCTEAR	
  and	
  invited	
  the	
  group	
  to	
  
conPnue	
  the	
  conversaPon	
  and	
  consider	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  for	
  their	
  local	
  context,	
  while	
  allowing	
  themselves	
  
to	
  be	
  uncomfortable	
  and	
  unserled.	
  	
  
	
  



	
  
Glimpses	
  from	
  Break-­‐Out	
  Sessions	
  

	
  
Break-­‐Out	
  Session:	
  Language	
  &	
  Power	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
“	
  
	
  
“Hanging	
  onto	
  a	
  Big	
  Thigh”	
  –	
  Remixing	
  Translocal	
  Discourses	
  and	
  Construc9ng	
  Translingual	
  Iden99es”	
  	
  
by	
  Xiqiao	
  Wang	
  of	
  Michigan	
  State	
  University	
  
Xiqiao	
  maintained	
  that	
  other	
  languages	
  are	
  changing	
  in	
  relaPonship	
  to	
  “global	
  Englishes.”	
  	
  
	
  	
  
“The	
  Challenges	
  of	
  English	
  Language	
  Learners	
  in	
  a	
  Catholic	
  School”	
  	
  
by	
  TiPana	
  Joseph	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  Wisconsin-­‐Milwaukee	
  	
  
TiPana	
  claimed	
  that	
  Catholic	
  schools	
  serve	
  a	
  high	
  percentage	
  of	
  Spanish	
  speakers	
  but	
  do	
  not	
  enlist	
  
students’	
  cultural	
  and	
  linguisPc	
  resources	
  for	
  classroom	
  learning.	
  She	
  argues	
  for	
  Catholic	
  educaPon	
  
infused	
  with	
  ESL	
  pedagogy.	
  
	
  	
  
“eRACEd	
  Tongues:	
  La9na	
  College	
  Students	
  Naviga9ng	
  Bilingualism	
  within	
  their	
  La9n-­‐Spanish/English	
  
Dual	
  Iden9ty”	
  by	
  Cecilia	
  E.	
  Suarez	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  Urbana-­‐Champaign	
  
Cecilia	
  shared	
  that	
  the	
  research	
  literature	
  lumps	
  Mexican-­‐American	
  students	
  together.	
  First-­‐generaPon	
  
college	
  students	
  “live	
  intersecPonality,”	
  that	
  is,	
  mulPple	
  idenPPes	
  that	
  are	
  oeen	
  considered	
  in	
  isolaPon	
  
from	
  each	
  other.	
  	
  
	
  
Break-­‐Out	
  Session:	
  Teacher	
  Educa9on	
  
	
  

From	
  lee	
  to	
  right:	
  	
  
Marsha	
  Liaw,	
  Maria	
  José	
  
Botelho,	
  Sunny	
  Lau,	
  Malayna	
  
Bernstein,	
  and	
  KrisPne	
  J.	
  
Massey.	
  

Xiqiao	
  Wang,	
  TiPana	
  Joseph,	
  and	
  Cecilia	
  E.	
  Suarez	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
“Text/Iden9ty/Curriculum	
  Work:	
  The	
  Language	
  and	
  Literacy	
  Opportuni9es	
  of	
  	
  
Text	
  Produc9on	
  in	
  the	
  Bilingual	
  Elementary	
  Classroom”	
  by	
  Maria	
  José	
  Botelho	
  and	
  Marsha	
  Liaw	
  of	
  
University	
  of	
  Massachusers	
  Amherst	
  and	
  Sunny	
  Lau	
  of	
  Bishops	
  University	
  in	
  Québec.	
  	
  
Maria	
  José,	
  Marsha,	
  and	
  Sunny	
  argued	
  that	
  text	
  producPon,	
  in	
  this	
  case,	
  of	
  a	
  bilingual	
  ABC	
  book,	
  does	
  not	
  
only	
  affirm	
  the	
  child	
  producer,	
  but	
  also	
  how	
  making	
  texts	
  creates	
  spaces	
  for	
  negoPaPng	
  and	
  performing	
  
idenPPes	
  and	
  generaPng	
  relevant	
  curriculum	
  and	
  meaningful	
  opportuniPes	
  for	
  literacy	
  teaching.	
  	
  
	
  
“From	
  “Border	
  Crossing”	
  to	
  a	
  Transna9onal	
  Perspec9ve:	
  Re-­‐Envisioning	
  Literacy	
  Prac9ces”	
  	
  
by	
  KrisPne	
  J.	
  Massey	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  Texas	
  
KrisPne	
  claimed	
  that	
  the	
  permeability	
  across	
  naPonal	
  borders	
  produces	
  transnaPonal	
  literacies	
  and	
  
experiences	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  resources	
  for	
  classroom	
  learning.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
“Harnessing	
  the	
  Power	
  and	
  Dissec9ng	
  the	
  Founda9ons	
  of	
  Collabora9ve	
  Research”	
  	
  
by	
  Malayna	
  Bernstein	
  and	
  colleagues	
  
Malayna	
  maintained	
  that	
  collaboraPon	
  affords	
  opportuniPes	
  to	
  negoPate	
  and	
  reconsider	
  research	
  
quesPons	
  and	
  theorePcal	
  framework,	
  and	
  complementary	
  methods	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  offer	
  textured	
  
representaPons	
  of	
  research.	
  	
  
	
  
Break-­‐Out	
  Session:	
  Place	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
“Saudi	
  Arabia:	
  Disguised	
  Racism	
  in	
  a	
  Na9on	
  of	
  Many	
  Tribes”	
  	
  
by	
  Mustafa	
  Hersi	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  Mexico	
  
Mustafa	
  considered	
  how	
  race	
  is	
  “standardized”	
  in	
  elementary	
  school	
  English	
  textbooks	
  in	
  Saudi	
  Arabia.	
  He	
  
argued	
  that	
  the	
  “we’re-­‐all-­‐the-­‐same’	
  discourse	
  of	
  Islam”	
  interrupts	
  the	
  quesPoning	
  of	
  racism	
  and	
  makes	
  it	
  
invisible	
  and	
  normalized.	
  	
  
	
  
“Na9onwide	
  Reform,	
  Local	
  Vernacular:	
  The	
  Clashing	
  Language	
  of	
  Educa9on	
  Policymakers	
  and	
  
Community	
  Stakeholders”	
  	
  
by	
  Laura	
  Jones	
  of	
  Montclair	
  State	
  University	
  and	
  Camika	
  Royal	
  of	
  Loyola	
  University	
  Maryland	
  
Camika	
  and	
  Laura’s	
  work	
  shows	
  that	
  the	
  variability	
  in	
  commitment	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  works	
  against	
  
community	
  interest.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
	
  

Mustafa	
  Hersi,	
  Camika	
  Royal,	
  and	
  Laura	
  Jones	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
“Marginalized	
  ‘Mexicans’:	
  The	
  Growing	
  New	
  Orleans	
  La9no	
  Community”	
  	
  
by	
  Nancy	
  Dixon	
  of	
  Dillard	
  University	
  
Nancy	
  argued	
  that	
  New	
  Orleans	
  “has	
  a	
  ways	
  to	
  go”	
  to	
  serve	
  children	
  of	
  undocumented	
  workers	
  from	
  
Central	
  American	
  countries.	
  LaPnos	
  are	
  lumped	
  together	
  as	
  Mexicans	
  within	
  this	
  context.	
  Families	
  are	
  
marginalized	
  and	
  gherorized,	
  and	
  children	
  are	
  forced	
  to	
  speak	
  English	
  in	
  school.	
  	
  
	
  
“Thinking	
  Geospa9ally:	
  Geographic	
  Variance	
  of	
  Effects	
  on	
  Reading	
  Achievement”	
  
	
  by	
  Elizabeth	
  Thorne	
  Wallington	
  of	
  Washington	
  University	
  in	
  St.	
  Louis	
  
	
  Elizabeth	
  claimed	
  that	
  the	
  inclusion	
  of	
  geography	
  in	
  staPsPcs	
  shows	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  locaPon	
  
among	
  variable	
  relaPonships.	
  For	
  example,	
  this	
  combinaPon	
  shows	
  the	
  spaPal	
  dependence	
  of	
  race	
  
and	
  class	
  across	
  the	
  state.	
  

	
  
Symposium	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  

	
  	
  
	
  	
  

Nancy	
  Dixon	
  and	
  Elizabeth	
  Thorne	
  Wallington	
  

“On	
  What	
  is	
  Learned	
  Through	
  Interdisciplinary/Transdisciplinary	
  Challenges:	
  Mul9ple	
  Perspec9ves	
  and	
  
Mul9ple	
  Sites	
  for	
  Learning”	
  by	
  Judith	
  Green	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  California	
  Santa	
  Barbara,	
  W.	
  Douglas	
  Baker	
  
of	
  Eastern	
  Michigan	
  University,	
  and	
  Diana	
  Arya	
  of	
  University	
  of	
  California	
  Santa	
  Barbara	
  	
  
Chair:	
  Huili	
  Hong	
  	
  of	
  Eastern	
  Tennessee	
  State	
  University	
  
Discussant:	
  David	
  Bloome	
  of	
  The	
  Ohio	
  State	
  University	
  	
  
	
  	
  

Judith	
  Green,	
  W.	
  Douglas	
  Baker,	
  and	
  Diana	
  Arya	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  symposium	
  presentaPons	
  explored	
  the	
  affordances	
  and	
  challenges	
  of	
  interdisciplinary	
  work	
  	
  (e.g.,	
  a	
  
course	
  of	
  literary	
  theory	
  for	
  teachers	
  designed	
  by	
  a	
  teacher	
  educator	
  and	
  an	
  English	
  literature	
  faculty;	
  a	
  
science	
  course	
  designed	
  by	
  a	
  science	
  teacher	
  educator	
  and	
  an	
  anthropologist)	
  –	
  “common	
  interests	
  and	
  
uncommon	
  knowledges”	
  –	
  carrying	
  out	
  inquiries	
  and	
  construcPng	
  arguments	
  across	
  disciplines	
  and	
  
discourses.	
  Ethnographic	
  pracPce	
  creates	
  spaces	
  for	
  “slowing	
  down	
  the	
  process	
  to	
  see	
  what	
  is	
  happening”	
  
as	
  collaborators	
  become	
  cultural	
  guides	
  for	
  each	
  other.	
  The	
  presenters	
  maintain	
  that	
  the	
  collaboraPve	
  
process	
  can	
  deepen	
  teaching	
  and	
  research,	
  creaPng	
  opportuniPes	
  for	
  new	
  thinking,	
  new	
  pracPces	
  as	
  the	
  
collaborators	
  teach	
  and	
  research	
  ethnographically.	
  
	
  	
  
As	
  the	
  discussant,	
  David	
  problemaPzed	
  the	
  papers.	
  He	
  echoed	
  David	
  Barton’s	
  criPque	
  of	
  “community	
  of	
  
pracPce”	
  and	
  invited	
  the	
  presenters	
  and	
  conference	
  parPcipants	
  to	
  rethink	
  the	
  noPon	
  that	
  disciplines	
  
socialize	
  people	
  (“what	
  is	
  done	
  to	
  people”)	
  and	
  consider	
  how	
  teachers	
  and	
  researchers	
  use	
  the	
  disciplines	
  
to	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  phenomena	
  (“what	
  people	
  do”).	
  He	
  argued	
  that	
  researchers	
  and	
  teachers	
  need	
  to	
  
consider	
  educaPon	
  to	
  understand	
  “what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  human	
  in	
  a	
  social	
  world”	
  and	
  consider	
  power	
  
relaPons	
  across	
  the	
  disciplines.	
  Lastly,	
  David	
  invited	
  the	
  group	
  to	
  quesPon	
  the	
  borders	
  of	
  transdisciplinary	
  
work	
  –	
  how	
  they	
  are	
  separate	
  and	
  joined.	
  	
  He	
  said	
  that	
  “holding	
  contradictory	
  thoughts	
  is	
  a	
  human	
  
potenPal.”	
  
	
  
	
  	
  

David	
  Bloome	
  in	
  dialogue	
  with	
  	
  
Judith	
  Greene.	
  

Note	
  from	
  the	
  Editor	
  
	
  
Dear	
  NCTEAR	
  Member,	
  
	
  	
  
This	
  spring	
  issue	
  of	
  the	
  NCTEAR	
  Newsle,er	
  represents	
  my	
  listening,	
  viewing,	
  
and	
  parPcipaPng	
  during	
  the	
  2015	
  Midwinter	
  Conference.	
  I	
  took	
  copious	
  
notes	
  and	
  many	
  photographs	
  as	
  I	
  arended	
  sessions.	
  While	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  
direct	
  quotaPons	
  here	
  and	
  there	
  in	
  my	
  reporPng,	
  the	
  presenters’	
  and	
  
parPcipants’	
  language	
  use	
  was	
  a	
  resource	
  for	
  my	
  wriPng	
  as	
  I	
  paraphrased	
  
their	
  contribuPons.	
  My	
  goal	
  was	
  to	
  capture	
  the	
  essence	
  of	
  each	
  session.	
  I	
  
apologize	
  in	
  advance	
  if	
  I	
  have	
  misrepresented	
  and/or	
  underrepresented	
  any	
  
of	
  these	
  conversaPons.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  “News	
  from	
  the	
  NCTEAR	
  Community”	
  column	
  (the	
  last	
  page)	
  is	
  a	
  
compilaPon	
  of	
  the	
  publicaPon	
  informaPon	
  members	
  sent	
  to	
  me	
  in	
  response	
  
to	
  the	
  February	
  call.	
  The	
  fall	
  newslerer,	
  which	
  will	
  be	
  published	
  in	
  
September	
  2015,	
  is	
  the	
  next	
  opportunity	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  disseminate	
  your	
  news	
  
to	
  our	
  community.	
  Please	
  look	
  for	
  the	
  call	
  for	
  news	
  that	
  I	
  will	
  send	
  out	
  two	
  
weeks	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  newslerer’s	
  circulaPon.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  my	
  doctoral	
  advisee	
  Marsha	
  Liaw	
  for	
  her	
  tech	
  support	
  
as	
  I	
  explored	
  a	
  different	
  medium	
  for	
  producing	
  this	
  newslerer.	
  Marsha	
  also	
  
took	
  the	
  photographs	
  from	
  the	
  Students-­‐at-­‐the-­‐Center	
  ConversaPon	
  Circle.	
  
Thank	
  you!	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  Maria	
  José	
  Botelho	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Sunday	
  Opening	
  Plenary	
  Session:	
  Notes	
  from	
  a	
  Conversa9on	
  Circle	
  
	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Django:	
  How	
  do	
  place,	
  race,	
  and	
  art	
  intersect	
  in	
  your	
  own	
  work?	
  
	
  
Gloria:	
  Place	
  and	
  space	
  are	
  not	
  interchangeable.	
  New	
  Orleans	
  has	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  place;	
  it	
  was	
  difficult	
  to	
  leave	
  
it	
  during	
  the	
  storm.	
  Schools	
  are	
  spaces,	
  not	
  places.	
  When	
  you	
  uproot	
  people	
  and	
  put	
  people	
  in	
  spaces,	
  
problems	
  develop.	
  However,	
  schools	
  can	
  become	
  places.	
  SAC	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  example.	
  
	
  	
  
Lisa:	
  Children	
  speak	
  through	
  their	
  artwork.	
  The	
  arts	
  are	
  the	
  language	
  of	
  children.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Keith:	
  Art	
  is	
  the	
  language	
  that	
  the	
  world	
  speaks.	
  Art	
  is	
  persuasive.	
  ArPsPc	
  persuasion.	
  ArPsPc	
  mindset.	
  
	
  	
  
Anne:	
  Place	
  and	
  space	
  and	
  lives	
  of	
  young	
  children.	
  Children	
  are	
  treated	
  as	
  spaces,	
  targets	
  of	
  socializaPon.	
  
Children	
  are	
  social	
  agents.	
  Children	
  are	
  much	
  more	
  than	
  apprenPces;	
  they	
  are	
  also	
  actors.	
  
	
  
Django:	
  Where	
  are	
  those	
  arPsPc	
  places	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  join?	
  
	
  
Elaine:	
  Aeer-­‐school	
  clubs	
  can	
  be	
  places	
  where	
  African	
  American	
  girls	
  are	
  free	
  to	
  talk.	
  Literacies	
  are	
  
compartmentalized	
  in	
  schools	
  but	
  they	
  are	
  broadly	
  defined	
  in	
  aeer-­‐school	
  clubs.	
  Eleven-­‐,	
  twelve-­‐,	
  and	
  
thirteen-­‐year-­‐old	
  girls	
  engage	
  with	
  being	
  Black	
  girls	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States:	
  How	
  do	
  I	
  know	
  who	
  I	
  am?	
  	
  
Why	
  we	
  can’t	
  wait	
  for	
  a	
  movement:	
  Girls	
  are	
  labeled	
  and	
  criminalized.	
  Pregnancy	
  and	
  parenPng	
  make	
  it	
  
difficult	
  for	
  African	
  American	
  girls	
  to	
  parPcipate	
  in	
  schools.	
  The	
  club	
  belongs	
  to	
  and	
  supports	
  each	
  other.	
  
Girls	
  can	
  do	
  criPcal	
  discourse	
  analysis	
  but	
  the	
  school	
  doesn’t	
  think	
  what	
  we’re	
  doing	
  is	
  academic.	
  Young	
  
people’s	
  lived	
  experience	
  is	
  the	
  curriculum.	
  
	
  
Django:	
  How	
  can	
  our	
  methodologies	
  join	
  teachers	
  and	
  communiPes	
  in	
  the	
  movement?	
  
	
  	
  
Gloria:	
  The	
  present	
  movement	
  is	
  exciPng	
  because	
  it	
  draws	
  on	
  art.	
  	
  But	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  cauPous	
  about	
  
“hashtag	
  acPvism,”	
  though:	
  From	
  the	
  comfort	
  of	
  our	
  homes	
  we’re	
  in	
  the	
  movement	
  as	
  we	
  “post	
  as	
  proxy.”	
  
We	
  need	
  to	
  get	
  people	
  together	
  who	
  experience	
  the	
  same	
  trauma	
  and	
  augment	
  with	
  criPcal	
  race	
  theory	
  
and	
  generate	
  “counter-­‐narraPves,	
  not	
  therapy.”	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  the	
  issue.	
  
	
  	
  
Keith:	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  generate	
  curriculum	
  on	
  experiences	
  in	
  the	
  space.	
  
	
  
	
  	
  

From	
  lee	
  to	
  right:	
  Elaine	
  “Docta	
  E”	
  Richardson,	
  Lisa	
  Delpit,	
  Keith	
  Gilyard,	
  Anne	
  
Haas	
  Dyson,	
  Gloria	
  Ladson-­‐Billings,	
  and	
  Django	
  Paris	
  (facilitator).	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
Anne:	
  Taking	
  the	
  middle-­‐class	
  child’s	
  experience	
  as	
  the	
  norm	
  narrows	
  childhood	
  and	
  normalizes	
  resources.	
  
Let’s	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  parPcularity	
  of	
  children’s	
  lives.	
  There	
  are	
  childhoods.	
  
	
  	
  
Lisa:	
  Black	
  children	
  are	
  not	
  viewed	
  as	
  children,	
  not	
  as	
  the	
  future.	
  They	
  are	
  viewed	
  as	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  make	
  money.	
  
What	
  kind	
  of	
  methodology?	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  spend	
  Pme	
  with	
  the	
  voices	
  that	
  have	
  not	
  been	
  heard.	
  
	
  
Keith:	
  Let’s	
  carry	
  out	
  case	
  studies	
  of	
  places.	
  
	
  	
  
Elaine:	
  Research	
  the	
  complexiPes	
  of	
  “pulling	
  yourself	
  up.”	
  	
  
	
  
Gloria:	
  I	
  supervised	
  teachers	
  in	
  Bay	
  Area.	
  I	
  observed	
  a	
  language	
  arts	
  acPvity	
  about	
  
subject/verb	
  agreement.	
  Children	
  had	
  to	
  circle	
  the	
  right	
  verb.	
  One	
  child	
  always	
  got	
  it	
  wrong.	
  The	
  child	
  then	
  
figured	
  out	
  “if	
  I	
  think	
  this	
  is	
  right,	
  then	
  it	
  is	
  wrong.”	
  How	
  can	
  we	
  keep	
  children	
  from	
  turning	
  themselves	
  
inside	
  out,	
  remaking	
  themselves?	
  
	
  	
  
Django:	
  How	
  do	
  we	
  moPvate	
  teachers?	
  
	
  	
  
Lisa:	
  It’s	
  not	
  the	
  person;	
  it’s	
  what	
  society	
  has	
  told	
  us.	
  It’s	
  more	
  difficult	
  for	
  African	
  Americans.	
  Are	
  the	
  
children	
  as	
  successful	
  we	
  want	
  them	
  to	
  be?	
  Of	
  course	
  not.	
  Why	
  don’t	
  we	
  have	
  higher	
  expectaPons?	
  
	
  	
  
Gloria:	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  noPon	
  of	
  school	
  that	
  it	
  will	
  remain	
  the	
  same.	
  Research	
  youth	
  spaces	
  outside	
  of	
  school	
  
and	
  democraPze	
  digital	
  technologies	
  across	
  the	
  world.	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  responsibility	
  to	
  study	
  when	
  and	
  how	
  
children	
  are	
  growing	
  up.	
  
	
  	
  
Anne:	
  Teachers	
  should	
  see	
  the	
  children	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  them,	
  not	
  the	
  imaginary	
  ones.	
  Children	
  have	
  
knowledges.	
  They	
  have	
  a	
  responsibility	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  children	
  know.	
  Let	
  children	
  enjoy	
  and	
  study	
  the	
  
schools	
  that	
  are	
  becoming.	
  Let	
  them	
  be	
  ethnographers	
  of	
  their	
  own	
  childhoods.	
  
	
  	
  
Elaine:	
  Teachers	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  ethnographers	
  of	
  their	
  pracPce.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  	
  
	
   NCTE	
  Assembly	
  for	
  Research	
  

The	
  NCTEAR	
  came	
  into	
  existence	
  in	
  1983	
  through	
  
an	
  iniPaPve	
  of	
  the	
  steering	
  commiree	
  of	
  NCRLL	
  
(then	
  NCRE).	
  The	
  NCTEAR	
  is	
  affiliated	
  with	
  NCTE,	
  
though	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  NCTEAR	
  do	
  not	
  need	
  to	
  
belong	
  to	
  NCTE.	
  Its	
  membership	
  is	
  inclusive	
  and	
  
open	
  to	
  any	
  individual	
  who	
  wishes	
  to	
  join,	
  
therefore	
  allowing	
  graduate	
  students,	
  teachers,	
  
and	
  other	
  aspiring	
  researchers	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
parPcipate	
  in	
  a	
  research	
  organizaPon	
  and	
  its	
  
acPviPes.	
  The	
  NCTEAR	
  sponsors	
  a	
  workshop	
  at	
  the	
  
NCTE	
  fall	
  conference	
  and	
  its	
  own	
  independent	
  
midwinter	
  conference.	
  An	
  updated	
  NCTEAR	
  
consPtuPon	
  is	
  available	
  on	
  its	
  website	
  at	
  	
  
hrp://nctear.org/content/consPtuion-­‐updated-­‐
may-­‐2014.	
  	
  

2014-­‐2015	
  ExecuPve	
  Board	
  

Adrienne	
  Dixson	
  (Chair),	
  Ayanna	
  
Brown	
  (Past	
  Chair),	
  Maria	
  José	
  
Botelho,	
   Alecia	
  Magnifico,	
  and	
  Jayne	
  
Lammers	
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Mark	
  your	
  calendars	
  for	
  NCTEAR	
  2016!	
  The	
  annual	
  conference	
  will	
  be	
  hosted	
  by	
  Eastern	
  
Michigan	
  University	
  (EMU)	
  in	
  YpsilanP	
  on	
  February	
  5	
  to	
  7,	
  2016.	
  Originally	
  founded	
  in	
  1849	
  as	
  a	
  
Normal	
  School—the	
  sixth	
  teacher	
  educaPon	
  insPtuPon	
  in	
  the	
  naPon	
  and	
  the	
  first	
  west	
  of	
  the	
  
Allegheny	
  Mountains,	
  EMU	
  became	
  the	
  first	
  tax-­‐supported	
  college	
  in	
  Michigan	
  open	
  to	
  both	
  
men	
  and	
  women.	
  Now	
  a	
  comprehensive,	
  public	
  university,	
  EMU	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  historic	
  YpsilanP,	
  
about	
  10	
  miles	
  east	
  of	
  downtown	
  Ann	
  Arbor;	
  36	
  miles	
  west	
  of	
  Detroit,	
  just	
  20	
  minutes	
  from	
  
Detroit	
  Metropolitan	
  Airport;	
  and,	
  38	
  miles	
  from	
  Ontario,	
  Canada.	
  
	
  
As	
  we	
  begin	
  preparaPons	
  for	
  next	
  year,	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  focusing	
  on	
  how	
  literacy	
  
research	
  informs	
  public	
  percepPons	
  of	
  educaPon	
  and	
  methodological	
  discussions	
  of	
  
transparency.	
  Examining	
  themes	
  from	
  21st	
  century	
  NCTEAR	
  conferences,	
  we	
  see	
  a	
  consistent	
  
focus	
  on	
  intersecPons	
  of	
  literacy	
  research	
  in	
  educaPon	
  and	
  sociocultural	
  and	
  sociopoliPcal	
  issues	
  
and	
  policies.	
  For	
  example,	
  “Research	
  at	
  the	
  IntersecPons	
  of	
  Race,	
  Language,	
  &	
  Literacy	
  in	
  
Context”	
  (2015),	
  “Literacy,	
  Culture,	
  Learning,	
  and	
  Life	
  in	
  Schools:	
  Research	
  and	
  Designs	
  for	
  
Change”	
  (2009),	
  “Literacy	
  as	
  a	
  Civil	
  Right:	
  Reclaiming	
  Social	
  JusPce	
  in	
  Literacy	
  Research	
  and	
  
Teaching”	
  (2006),	
  and	
  “Researching	
  the	
  RelaPonship	
  of	
  Language,	
  Literacies,	
  and	
  Power”	
  (2002).	
  	
  
	
  
A	
  focus	
  on	
  methodology	
  is	
  also	
  apparent.	
  For	
  example,	
  “New	
  Literacies	
  for	
  New	
  Times:	
  
BakhPnian	
  PerspecPves	
  on	
  Language,	
  Literacy,	
  and	
  Learning	
  for	
  the	
  21st	
  Century”	
  (2001),	
  
“Literacies	
  across	
  Time,	
  Space,	
  and	
  Place:	
  New	
  DirecPons	
  in	
  Literacy	
  Research	
  for	
  PoliPcal	
  
AcPon”	
  (2005)	
  and	
  “Methodology	
  Marers:	
  Moving	
  Literacy	
  Research	
  Forward”	
  (2010).	
  	
  
We	
  are	
  more	
  than	
  15	
  years	
  into	
  the	
  21st	
  century!	
  As	
  we	
  reflect	
  on	
  our	
  collecPve	
  past	
  as	
  an	
  
organizaPon,	
  the	
  current	
  state	
  of	
  literacy	
  educaPon	
  and	
  research,	
  and	
  envision	
  what	
  and	
  how	
  
literacy	
  research	
  can	
  contribute	
  to	
  K-­‐16	
  pedagogy,	
  how	
  can	
  we	
  make	
  our	
  methodologies	
  more	
  
transparent	
  and	
  publicly	
  available?	
  How	
  can	
  we	
  help	
  to	
  (re)shape	
  public	
  dialogue	
  on	
  educaPonal	
  
literacy	
  research?	
  And	
  how	
  can	
  senior	
  and	
  mid-­‐career	
  scholars	
  encourage	
  and	
  engage	
  with	
  early-­‐
career	
  researchers	
  to	
  make	
  visible	
  influenPal	
  research	
  and	
  to	
  contribute	
  to	
  current	
  inquiries	
  and	
  
discussions?	
  
	
  
As	
  we	
  prepare	
  for	
  next	
  year’s	
  conference,	
  consider	
  some	
  of	
  these	
  quesPons,	
  among	
  others,	
  as	
  
we	
  all	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  scholarly	
  dialogues	
  that	
  NCTEAR	
  conferences	
  reflect,	
  ones	
  that	
  are	
  
“grounded	
  in	
  collaboraPon	
  and	
  forward	
  thinking,”	
  as	
  Ayanna	
  Brown,	
  chair	
  of	
  the	
  2014	
  gathering	
  
said,	
  and	
  as	
  the	
  recent	
  conference,	
  chaired	
  by	
  Adrienne	
  Dixson,	
  further	
  demonstrated.	
  	
  
We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  seeing	
  you	
  next	
  year	
  in	
  Michigan!	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  W.	
  Douglas	
  Baker	
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